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PLATFORM OF
CHURCH DISCIPLINE
GATHERED OUT OF THE WORD OF GOD: AND 
AGREED UPON BY THE ELDERS: AND 
MESSENGERS OF THE CHURCHES ASSEMBLED 
IN THE SYNOD AT CAMBRIDGE IN NEW 
ENGLAND To 
be presented to the Churches and Generall Court for their 
consideration and acceptance, in the 
Lord. The 
Eight Moneth Anno 1649 Psal: 
84 1. How amiable are thy Tabernacles O Lord of Hosts?Psal: 26.8. 
Lord I have loved the habitation of thy house & the  place where thine 
honour dwelleth. Psal: 27.4. 
One thing have I desired of the Lord that will I seek after, that I may 
dwell in the house of the Lord all the dayes of my 
life to behold the Beauty of the Lord & to inquire 
in his Temple.
Printed by S G at Cambridge in New England and 
are to be sold at Cambridge and Boston 
Anno Dom: 1649.
The cover is a facsimile of the title 'page of the first  
edition of the Cambridge Platform adopted in  1648.
The
C A M B R I D G E  P L A T F O R M  
OF 1648:
ABRIDGED F R O M  T H E  F I R S T  E D I T I O N  
 A N D  D I L I G E N T L Y  C O M P A R E D  
W I T H  T H E  S A M E .
Heb: 11 .13 . 'These all died in faith, not having received the 
promisesy but having seen them afar off, &  were 
persuaded of them, embraced them, &  con­
fessed that they were Strangers of Pilgrims on the 
earth.
N E W  Y O R K
Printed by
T h e Qeneral Council for the Congregational ChriSiian Churches 
at 287 Fourth Jlvenue

T H R E E  C E N T U R IE S  L A T E R
r | 'H A T  three hundred years have done so little to alter 
the general practices, and done nothing to modify the 
fundamental principles, of the Congregational Churches in 
this country is a testimony to the discernment of the early 
leaders. I f  these churches had devoted themselves to the 
maintenance of tradition, the event would not have been so 
remarkable, but that an ecclesiastical fellowship which prides 
itself on its readiness to accept changes wrought by chang­
ing times should after so long a period find itself essentially 
unchanged surely argues that the kind of church life which 
those leaders envisaged is relevant to the persistent needs 
of human society.
The Cambridge Platform of 1648, the firSt summary of 
church practices set forth by American Congregationalism, 
gives evidence that the mind of the Pilgrim Fathers and 
the New England Puritans in respeSt of church polity was 
very like that of the modern Congregational Christian. 
There has doubtless been greater mutation in the field of 
theology than in that of practical church life: today few 
of the spiritual heirs of John Cotton, Richard Mather, 
Ralph Partridge, and their fellows of the Cambridge Synod 
would accept the whole WeStminSter Confession even “ for 
substance of doftrine,”  as their forebears did, unless that 
all-accommodating phrase were Stretched to the very limit 
of its meaning. In the realm of basic relations among 
Christians, however, with which alone the Platform is con­
cerned, the churches of yeSterday and the churches of today 
are one.
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The Platform as printed in the following pages is the 
original Platform with secondary material omitted. A ll that 
is deemed to be of contemporary or historical importance 
has been retained, but for brevity’s sake the references to 
Scripture, the elaborations, the few repetitions, and the 
even fewer comments on trivial matters have been left out. 
The capitals, italics and punctuation of the firSt edition have 
in general been reproduced, though the spelling has been 
modernized.
Time has been the beSt editor of the Platform, throwing 
into prominence its controlling principles and interpreting 
the whole in the light of them. As a consequence, in aCtual 
practice today the Congregational Christian Churches set 
great store by three of its propositions:
1 The Church derives its life from its faith in God, as 
H e is revealed in Jesus ChriSt by the H oly Spirit to its 
members. “ They Stand to ChriSt as a body unto the head, 
being united unto him by the spirit of God, and faith in 
their hearts”  (Chapter II, paragraph 3).
2 The people of the churches form a single fellowship 
in ChriSt, however many their congregations may be. “ A l­
though churches be diStinCt and therefore may not be con­
founded one with another, and equal, and therefore have 
no dominion one over another 5 yet all the churches ought 
to preserve church communion one with another, because 
they are all united unto ChriSt, not only as a myStical but as 
a political head, whence is derived a communion suitable 
thereto”  (X V  1).
3 The people of the churches are a free people, subject 
only to the guidance of the H oly Spirit. “ Power . . .  is in the 
brethren formally, and immediately from ChriSt, that is, 
so as it may be afted or exercised immediately by them­
selves. Acts I: 1-2: ‘Jesus . . . through the H oly GhoSt 
(gave) commandments unto the apoStles whom he had 
chosen’ ”  (V  2).
These three principles are inseparable: there is no such 
thing as true Christian freedom unless it be exercised in
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Christian fellowship, no Christian fellowship except in 
Christian freedom, and neither fellowship nor freedom 
save in Christian faith. Together these define the Congre­
gationalism of today as well as that of yeSterday, and con­
stitute the foundation upon which its entire structure has 
been and continues to be ereSted.
The Platform has furnished its own correStives: in the 
light of these principles parts of it here and there have been 
given new and broader meanings, parts have been allowed 
to drop into oblivion:
1 Congregational Christians would no longer hold that 
the Scriptures exactly prescribe a particular kind of church 
government, unless that government were regarded as 
being ecumenical in the extreme and inclusive of several 
commonly known types (I 3).
2 For the moSt part, accepting the habit of other 
groups, Congregational Christians speak of their denomina­
tion as a “ church,”  though their ancestors would have dis­
approved the unbiblical usage (III  5).
3 The offices of paStor and teacher have been united in 
almoSt every congregation, and the duties of the ruling 
elder divided between the deacon and the truStee (VI 5 
and V II).
4 The modern Puritan would hardly assert that the 
employment of non-biblical titles for office-bearers in the 
Church, such as archbishop, Stated clerk, or superintendent, 
is an offence to ChriSt (V II 6).
5 Ordination to minister only to a single congregation 
early passed into disuse (IX  7). Installation has taken the 
place of any second or subsequent “ ordination.”
6 Now that the secular government is not necessarily 
chosen from the church membership, the magistrate of the 
State would hardly be called upon to summon a council of 
churches (X V I 3). This attitude toward the State, how­
ever, is not wholly new: the competency of the General 
Court to summon the Cambridge Synod itself was ques­
tioned by the churches of the day.
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7 Nor is the reluftance of the churches today to call in 
the State to arbitrate a schism wholly new (X V II 9). Para­
graph 7 of Chapter X V II of the Platform implies that 
such a procedure would have been acceptable, even in the 
seventeenth century, only if rights of property or person 
were involved.
Only in such fragmentary details as these have usages 
been altered during the centuries. Aside from the quaint­
ness of its diStion, the Cambridge Platform is Strikingly 
modern. There is in it a timeless quality, such as belongs to 
all mighty instruments of the Spirit, which makes it con­
temporary to every age.
The 2,00th Anniversary
of the Cambridge Synod and the adoption of the 
Cambridge Platform is to be fittingly observed 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts, in the year 1948.
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T H EPREFACE
H E  setting forth of the Public Confession of the 
Faith of Churches hath a double end, &  both 
tending to public edification: firft, the mainte­
nance of the faith entire within itself: secondly, 
the holding forth of Unity &  Harmony, both among ft, &  
with other Churches. . . .A s  (by the grace of Chrift) we 
believe profess the same Doftrine of the truth of the 
Gospel, which generally is received in all the reformed 
Churches of Chrift in Europe: so especially, we desire not 
to vary from the doftrine of faith, &  truth held forth by 
the churches of our native country. . . .
This Synod having perused, & considered (with much 
gladness of heart, & thankfulness to God) the confession 
of faith published of late by the Reverend Assembly in 
England,* do judge it to be very holy, orthodox, & judi­
cious in all matters of faith: & do therefore freely & fully 
consent thereunto, for the substance thereof. Only in those 
things which have respe£t to church government & disci­
pline, we refer ourselves to the platform of church-disci­
pline, agreed upon by this present assembly: & do therefore 
think it meet, that this confession of faith, should be com­
mended to the churches of ChriSt amongst us, & to the 
Honored Court, as worthy of their due consideration & 
acceptance.. . .
As this our profession of the same faith with them, will 
exempt us (even in their judgments) from suspicion of 
heresy: so (we truft)  it may exempt us in the like sort from 
suspicion of schism: that though we are forced to dissent
*The We£tmin£ter Confession.
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from them in matters of church-discipline: Yet our dissent 
is not taken up out of arrogancy of spirit in our selves 
(whom they see willingly condescend to learn of them:) 
neither is it carried with uncharitable censoriousness towards 
them ( both which are the proper, essential characters of
schism) but in meekness of wisdom, as we walk along with 
them, &  follow them, as they follow ChriB: so where we 
conceive a different apprehension of the mind of ChriCl (as 
it falleth out in some few points touching church-order)  we 
B ill reserve due reverence to them (whom we judge to be, 
through ChriB, the glorious lights of both nations:) &  
only crave leave ( as in spirit we are bound) to follow the 
Camb whithersoever he goeth, &  (after the ApoBle’s ex­
ample )  as we believe, so we speak. . . .
Is difference about Church-order become the inlet of all 
the disorders in the kingdom? hath the Cord indeed left us 
to such hardness of hearty that Church-government shall 
become a snare to Zion . . . that we cannot leave conteBing 
&  contending about it, till the kingdom be deBroyed? did 
not the Cord Jesus, when he dedicated his sufferings for his 
church, &  his also unto his Father, make it his earneB &  
only prayer for us in this world, that we all might be one 
in him? And is it possible that he (whom the Father heard 
always)  should not have this laB moB solemn prayer heard, 
&  granted? . . .  I f  it be possible, for a little faith (so much 
as a grain of muBardseed) to remove a mountain: is it not 
possible, for so much Brength of faith, as is to be found in 
all the godly in the kingdom, to remove those Images of 
jealousy, &  to caB those Bumbling-blocks out of the way, 
which may hinder the free passage of brotherly love 
amongB brethren? . . .
The Cord Jesus commune with all our hearts in secret: &  
he who is the King of his Church, let him be pleased to 
exercise his Kingly power in our spirits, that 
so his kingdom may come into our 
Churches in Purity &  Peace.
Amen. Amen.
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C H A P T E R  I.
O f the form of Church-Government; and that it is 
oney immutable, and prescribed in the 
Word of God.
I
cclesiaStical Polity or Church Govern­
ment, or discipline is nothing else, but 
that Form & order that is to be observed 
in the Church of Christ upon earth, both 
for the Constitution of it & all the Ad­
ministrations that therein are to be per­
formed.
2 Church-Government is Considered in a double re- 
spedt either in regard of the parts of Government them­
selves, or necessary Circumstances thereof.. . .
3 The parts of Church-Government are all of them 
exactly described in the word of God being parts or means 
of Instituted worship according to the second Command­
ment: & therefore to continue one & the same, unto the 
appearing of our Lord Jesus ChriSt as a kingdom that can­
not be shaken, until he shall deliver it up unto God, even 
the Father.. . .
4 The necessary circumstances, as time & place &c be­
longing unto order and decency, are not so left unto men as 
that under pretence of them, they may thruSt their own In­
ventions upon the Churches: Being Circumscribed in the 
word with many General limitations; where they are deter­
mined in respeSt of the matter to be neither worship it self, 
nor Circumstances separable from worship: in respeSt of
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their end, they muSt be done unto edification: in respeSt of 
the manner, decently, and in order, according to the nature 
of the things themselves, & Civil, & Church Custom. . . .
C H A P : II.
O f the nature of the Catholic Church in General,
Cf in special, of a particular visible Church.
1 1 vH e Catholic Church, is the whole company of those 
that are eleSted, redeemed, & in time effeStually called 
from the Slate of sin & death unto a State of Grace, & salva­
tion in Jesus ChriSt.
2 This church is either Triumphant, or Militant: T ri­
umphant, the number of them who are Glorified in heaven: 
Militant, the number of them who are conflicting with their 
enemies upon earth.
3 This Militant Church is to be considered as Invisible; 
& Visible: Invisible, in respeCt of their relation wherein they 
Stand to ChriSt, as a body unto the head, being united unto 
him, by the spirit of God, & faith in their hearts: Visible, in 
respeCt of the profession of their faith, in their persons, & 
in particular Churches: & so there may be acknowledged an 
universal visible Church.
4 The members of the Militant visible Church, con­
sidered either as not yet in church-order, or as walking ac­
cording to the church-order of the Gospel: In order, & so 
besides the spiritual union, & communion, common to all 
believers, they enjoy moreover an union & communion 
ecclesiaStical-Political: so we deny an universal visible 
church.
5 The Slate of the members of the Militant visible 
church walking in order, was either before the law, Eco­
nomical, that is in families; or under the law, National: or, 
since the coming of ChriSt, only congregational. (The term 
Independent, we approve not:) Therefore neither national, 
provincial, nor classical.
6 A  Congregational-church, is by the institution of
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Chri§t a part of the Militant-visible-church, consisting of a 
company of Saints by calling, united into one body, by a 
holy covenant, for the public worship of God, & the mutual 
edification one of another, in the Fellowship of the Lord 
Jesus.
C H A P : III.
O f the matter of the visible Church Both In 
rested of Quality and Quantity.
/~TAH e matter of a visible church are Saints by calling.
-*• 2 By Saints, we understand, i Such, as have not
only attained the knowledge of the principles of Religion, 
& are free from gross & open scandals, but also do together 
with the profession of their faith & Repentance, walk in 
blameless obedience to the word, so as that in charitable 
discretion they may be accounted Saints by calling. . . . 
2 The children of such, who are also holy.
3 The members of churches though orderly consti­
tuted, may in time degenerate, & grow corrupt & scandalous, 
which though they ought not to be tolerated in the church, 
yet their continuance therein, through the defeSt of the 
execution of discipline & Just censures, doth not immedi­
ately dissolve the being of the church.. . .
4 The matter of the Church in respeft of its quantity 
ought not to be of greater number than may ordinarily 
meet together conveniently in one place: nor ordinarily 
fewer, than may conveniently carry on Church-work. . . .
5 Nor can it with reason be thought but that every 
church appointed & ordained by ChriB, had a ministry 
ordained & appointed for the same: & yet plain it is, that 
there were no ordinary officers appointed by ChriSt for any 
other, than Congregational churches: Elders being ap­
pointed to feed, not all flocks, but that particular flock of 
God over which the holy GhoSt had made them overseers, 
& that flock they muSt attend, even the whole flock: & one 
Congregation being as much as any ordinary Elders can
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attend, therefore there is no greater Church than a Congre­
gation, which may ordinarily meet in one place.
C H A P : IV.
O f the Form of A Visible Church 
C? of Church Covenant.
SAints by Calling, muSt have a Visible-Political-Union amongSt themselves, or else they are not yet a particular 
church. . .  .
2 Particular churches cannot be distinguished one from 
another but by their forms. Ephesus is not Smyrna, & Per- 
gamus Thyatira, but each one a diStinSt society of it self, 
having officers of their own, which had not the charge of 
others: Virtues of their own, for which others are not 
praised: Corruptions of their own, for which others are not 
blamed.
3 This Form is the Visible Covenant, Agreement, or 
consent whereby they give up themselves unto the Lord, 
to the observing of the ordinances of ChriSt together in the 
same society, which is usually called the Church-Covenant; 
For we see not otherwise how members can have Church- 
power one over another m utually.. . .
4 This Voluntary Agreement, Consent or Covenant 
(for all these are here taken for the same): Although the 
more express & plain it is, the more fu lly  it puts us in mind 
of our mutual duty, & Stirreth us up to it, & leaveth less 
room for the questioning of the Truth of the Church-eVtate 
of a Company of professors, & the truth of membership of 
particular persons: yet we conceive, the substance of it is 
kept, where there is a real Agreement & consent, of a com­
pany of faithful persons to meet constantly together in one 
Congregation, for the public worship of God, & their 
mutual edification: which real agreement & consent they 
do express by their constant practice in coming together for 
the public worship of God, & by their religious subjeStion 
unto the ordinances of God there.. . .
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5 This form then being by mutual covenant, it follow- 
eth, it is not faith in the heart, nor the profession of that 
faith, nor cohabitation, nor Baptism; i Not faith in the 
heart} because that is invisible: 2 not a bare profession} 
because that declareth them no more to be members of one 
church than of another: 3 not cohabitation} AtheiSts or 
Infidels may dwell together with believers: 4 not Baptism; 
because it presupposeth a church eftate. . . . Seals presup­
pose a covenant already in being, one person is a complete 
subjeft of Baptism: but one person is uncapable of being a 
church.
6 A ll believers ought, as God giveth them opportunity 
thereunto, to endeavour to join themselves unto a particular 
church & that in respeft of the honour of Jesus Chrift, in 
his example, & Institution, by the professed acknowledg­
ment of, & subjeftion unto the order & ordinances of the 
Gospel: as also in respeft of their good of communion 
founded upon their visible union, & contained in the 
promises of Chrift’s special presence in the church: whence 
they have fellowship with him, & in him one with an other: 
also for the keeping of them in the way of God’s command­
ments, ft? recovering of them in case of wandering, (which 
all Chrift’s sheep are subjeft to in this life ), being unable to 
return of themselves j together with the benefit of their 
mutual edification, and of their pofterity, that they may not 
be cut off from the privileges of the covenant.. . .
C H A P  V.
O f the first subject of church power or, to whom 
church power doth firfl belong.
* I vH e firft sub j eft of church power, is either Supreme, 
^  or Subordinate, ftp Ministerial: the Supreme (by way of 
gift from the father) is the Lord Jesus Chrift: the Minis­
terial, is either extraordinary} as the ApoSllesy Prophets, ftp 
Evangelists: or Ordinary; as every particular Congrega­
tional church.
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2 Ordinary church power, is either the power of office, 
that is such as is proper to the eldership: or, power of privi­
lege, such as belongs unto the brotherhood: the latter, is in 
the brethren formally, & immediately from Christ, that 
is, so as it may according to order be a<5ted or exercised im­
mediately by themselves: the former, is not in them form­
ally or immediately, & therefore cannot be afted or exer­
cised immediately by them, but is said to be in them, in that 
they design the persons unto office, who only are to a6t, or 
to exercise this power.
C H A P  VI.
O f the Officers of the Churchy &  especially 
of Pallors &  Teachers.
A  Church being a company of people combined to­
gether by covenant for the worship of God, it appear- 
eth thereby, that there may be the essence & being of a 
church without any officers, seeing there is both the form 
and matter of a church.. . .
2 Nevertheless, though officers be not absolutely neces­
sary, to the simple being of churches, when they be called: 
yet ordinarily to their calling they are, and to their well 
being. . . .
3 These officers are either extraordinary, or ordinary, 
extraordinary as Apofiles, Prophets, Evangelifls: ordinary 
as Elders Deacons.
The Apofiles, Prophets, &  Evangelifls, as they were 
called extroardinarily by Christ, so their office ended with 
them selves. . . .
4 O f Elders (who are also in Scripture called Bishops)
Some attend chiefly to the ministry of the word, As the 
Paflors Cf Teachers. Others, attend especially unto Rule, 
who are therefore called Ruling Elders. ' ,
5 The office of Paflor &  Teacher, appears to be dis­
tinct. The Paflor*s special work is, to attend to exhortation: 
& therein to Administer a word of Wisdom: the Teacher is
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to attend to Doflrine, & therein to Administer a word of 
Knowledge: & either of them to administer the Seals of 
that Covenant, unto the dispensation whereof they are 
alike called: as also to execute the Censures, being but a 
kind of application of the word, the preaching of which, 
together with the application thereof they are alike charged 
withal.
6 And for as much as both Paflors &  Teachers are given 
by Christ for the perfecting of the Saints, & edifying of his 
body, which Saints, & body of ChriSt is his church j There­
fore we account Paflors &  Teachers to be both of them 
church-officers; & not the Paflor for the church: & the 
Teacher only for the Schools, Though this we gladly ac­
knowledge, that Schools are both lawful, profitable, & nec­
essary for the training up of such in good Literaturey or 
learning, as may afterwards be called forth unto office of 
Paflor or Teacher in the church.
C H A P  V II. O f Ruling Elders &  Deacons.
TH e Ruling Elder’ s office is diStinCt from the office of Paflor £sf Teacher. The Ruling Elders are not so called 
to exclude the Paflors &  Teachers from Ruling, because 
Ruling &  Governing is common to these with the other; 
whereas attending to teach and preach the word is peculiar 
unto the former.
2 The Ruling Elder’s work is to join with the Paflor 
£s? Teacher in those a£ts of spiritual Rule which are diSlinft 
from the ministry of the word & Sacraments committed to 
them: of which sort, these be, as followeth: I To open &  
shut the doors of God’s house, by the Admission of mem­
bers approved by the church: by Ordination of officers 
chosen by the church: & by excommunication of notorious & 
obstinate offenders renounced by the church: & by restoring 
of penitents, forgiven by the church: II To call the church 
together when there is occasion, & seasonably to dismiss 
them again: III  To prepare matters in private, that in public
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they may be carried [to] an end with less trouble, & more 
speedy dispatch: IV To moderate the carriage of all matters 
in the church assembled: as, to 'propound matters to the 
church, to Order the season of speech & silence; & to pro­
nounce sentence according to the mind of Christ, with the 
consent of the church: V To be Guides Cf leaders to the 
church, in all matters what-soever, pertaining to church 
administrations & aStions: VI To see that none in the church 
live inordinately out of rank & place; without a calling, or 
Idly in their calling: V II To prevent & heal such offences in 
life, or in dodtrine; as might corrupt the church: IIX  To 
feed  the flock of God with a word of admonition: IX  And 
as they shall be sent for, to visity & to pray over their sick 
brethren: X  & at other times as opportunity shall serve 
thereunto.
3 The office of a Deacon is Instituted in the church by 
the Lord Jesus: sometime they are called Helps.
The Scripture telleth us, how they should be qualified: 
Gravey not double tongued, not given to much winey not 
given to filthy lucre: they must firSt be proved 8c then use 
the office of a Deacony being found Blameless.
The office and work of the Deacons is to receive the offer­
ings of the church, gifts given to the church, & to keep the 
treasury of the church: & therewith to serve the Tables 
which the church is to provide for: as the Lordys Table, the 
table of the ministers, & of such as are in necessityy to whom 
they are to distribute in simplicity.
4 The office therefore being limited unto the care of the 
temporal good things of the church, it extends not unto the 
attendance upon, & administration of the spiritual things 
thereof, as the word, and Sacraments, or the like.
5 The ordinance of the ApoStle, & praStice of the 
church, commends the Lord’s day as a fit time for the con­
tributions of the Saints.
6 The Instituting of all these officers in the Church, is 
the work of God himself y of the Lord Jesus ChriSt y of the 
holy GhoSt. & therefore such officers as he hath not ap­
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pointed, are altogether unlawful either to be placed in the 
church, or to be retained therein, & are to be looked at as 
human creatures, mere Inventions & appointments of man, 
to the great dishonour of Christ Jesus, the Lord of his 
house, the King of his church, whether Popes, Patriarchs, 
Cardinals, Arch-bishops, Lordbishops, Arch-deacons, O f­
ficials, Commissaries, & the lik e .. . .
7 The Lord hath appointed ancient widows, (where 
they may be had) to minister in the church, in giving attend­
ance to the sick, & to give succour unto them, & others, in the 
like necessities.
C H A P rIIX .
O f the Election of Church-Officers.
'^ T  O man may take the honour of a Church-Officer unto
^  himself, but he that was called of G o d .. . .
2 Calling unto office, is either Immediate, by ChriSt 
himself: such was the call of the Apostles, & Prophets . . . 
or Mediate, by the church.
3 It is meet, that before any be ordained or chosen of­
ficers, they should firft be Tried proved; because hands 
are not suddenly to be laid upon any, & both Elders fs? 
Deacons mu§t be of hone§t & good report.
4 The things in respett of which they are to be Tried, 
are those gifts Cf virtues which the Scripture requireth in 
men, that are to be ele£ted into such places: viz, that Elders 
mu§t be blameless, sober, apt to teach, & endued with such 
other qualifications as are laid down. . .  .
5 Officers are to be called by such Churches, whereunto 
they are to minister: of such moment is the preservation of 
this power, that the churches exercised it in the presence of 
the Apo&les.
6 A  Church being free cannot become subject to any, 
but by a free election; yet when such a people do choose any 
to be over them in the Lord, then do they become subject,
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& moSt willingly submit to their ministry in the Lord, whom 
they have so chosen.. . .
8 W e judge it much conducing to the well-being, & 
communion of churches, that where it may conveniently be 
done, neighbour-churches be advised withal, & their help 
made use of in the trial of church-officers, in order to their 
choice.
9 The choice of such Church-officers belongeth not to 
the civil-magiStrates, as such, or diocesan-bishops, or pa­
trons. . . .
C H A P : IX.
0 / Ordination, Cf Imposition of hands.
f^Hurch-officers are not only to be chosen by the Church, 
but also to be ordained by Imposition of hands, & 
prayer: with which at the ordination of Elders, falling also 
is to be joined.
2 This ordination we account nothing else, but the 
solemn putting of a man into his place & office in the Church 
where-unto he had right before by election, being like the 
installing of a magistrate in the common wealth.
Ordination therefore is not to go before, but to follow 
election. . . .
3 In such Churches where there are Elders, Imposition 
of hands in ordination is to be performed by those Elders.
4 In such Churches where there are no Elders, Imposi­
tion of hands may be performed by some of the Brethren 
orderly chosen by the church thereunto. For if the people 
may eledt officers which is the greater, & wherein the Sub­
Stance of the Office consists, they may much more (oc­
casion & need so requiring) impose hands in ordination, 
which is the less, & but the accomplishment of the other.
5 Nevertheless in such Churches where there are no 
Elders, & the Church so desire, we see not why Imposition 
of hands may not be performed by the Elders of other 
Churches.. . .
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6 Church Officers, are officers to one church, even that 
particular [church], over which the H oly Ghoft hath made 
them overseers.. . .
7 H e that is clearly loosed from his office-relation unto
that church whereof he was a minister, cannot be looked at 
as an officer, nor perform any aft of Office in any other 
church unless he be again orderly called unto Office: which 
when it shall be, we know nothing to hinder, but Imposition 
of hands also in his Ordination ought to be used towards 
him again__
C H A P  X.
O f the power of the Churchy &  its Presbytery.
Qupreme & Lordly power over all the Churches upon 
^  earth, doth only belong unto Jesus Chrift, who is King 
of the church, & the head thereof__
2 A  Company of professed believers Ecclesiastically 
Confederatey as they are a church before they have officers, & 
without them; so even in that eftate, subordinate Church- 
power under Chrift delegated to them by him, doth belong 
to them, in such a manner as is before expressed: C. 5 S 2: & 
as flowing from the very nature & Essence of a church: It 
being natural to all bodies, & so unto a church body, to be 
furnished with sufficient power, for its own preservation & 
subsiftence.
3 This Government of the church, is a mixt Govern­
ment (& so hath been acknowledged long before the term 
of Independency was heard of:) In respeft of ChriSt, the 
head & King of the church, & the Sovereign power residing 
in him, & exercised by him, it is a Monarchy: In respeft of 
the body, or Brotherhood of the church, & power from 
Chrift granted unto them, it resembles a Democracy, In 
respeft of the Presbytery & power committed to them, it is 
an Aristocracy.
4 The Sovereign power which is peculiar unto Chrift,
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is exercised: I In calling the church out of the world unto 
holy fellowship with himself: II In instituting the ordi­
nances of his worship, & appointing his ministers & officers 
for the dispensing of them: III  In giving laws for the order­
ing of all our ways, & the ways of his house: IV In giving 
power & life to all his Institutions, & to his people by them: 
V In protecting & delivering his church against & from all 
the enemies of their peace.
5 The power granted by ChriSt unto the body of the 
church & Brotherhood, is a prerogative or privilege which 
the church doth exercise: I In Choosing their own officers, 
whether Elders, or Deacons: II In admission of their own 
members & therefore, there is great reason they should have 
power to Remove any from their fellowship again.. . .
6 In case an Elder offend incorrigibly the matter so 
requiring, as the church had power to call him to office, so 
they have power according to order (the counsel of other 
churches, where it may be had, dire&ing thereto) to remove 
him from his Office: & being now but a member, in case he 
add contumacy to his sin, the Church that had power to 
receive him into their fellowship, hath also the same power 
to caSt him out, that they have concerning any other mem­
ber.
7 Church-government, or Rule, is placed by Christ in 
the officers of the church, who are therefore called Rulersy 
while they rule with God. . . . the H oly GhoSt frequently, 
yea always, where it mentioneth Church-Rule, and church- 
government, ascribeth it to Elders: whereas the work & 
duty of the people is expressed in the phrase of obeying 
their Elders; & submitting themselves unto them in the 
Lord: so as it is manifest, that an organic or complete church 
is a body politic, consisting of some that are Governors, & 
some that are governed, in the Lord.
8 The power which ChriSt hath committed to the 
Elders is to feed & rule the church of God, & accordingly to 
call the church together upon any weighty occasion, when 
the members so called, without juSt cause may not refuse
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to come: nor when they are come, depart before they are 
dismissed: nor speak in the church, before they have leave 
from the elders: nor continue so doing, when they require 
silence, nor may they oppose nor contradidt the judgment 
or sentence of the Elders, without sufficient & weighty 
cause because such practices are manifestly contrary unto 
order, & government, & in-lets of disturbance, & tend to 
confusion.
9 It belongs also unto the Elders to examine any of­
ficers, or members, before they be received of the church: 
to receive the accusations brought to the Church, & to pre­
pare them for the church’s hearing. In handling of offences 
& other matters before the Church they have power to de­
clare & publish the Counsel & will of God touching the 
same: & to pronounce sentence with consent of the Church: 
LaStly they have power, when they dismiss the people, to 
bless them in the name of the L o rd .. . .
i i  From the premises, namely, that the ordinary power 
of Government belonging only to the elders, power of 
privilege remaineth with the brotherhood, (as power of 
judgment in matters of censure, & power of liberty, in mat­
ters of liberty:) It followeth, that in an organic Church, & 
right administration j all church adts, proceed after the man­
ner of a mixt administration, so as no church adt can be con­
summated, or perfedted without the consent of both.
C H A P : X I.
O f the maintenance of Church Officers.
'  I vH e ApoStle concludes, that necessary & sufficient main- 
-*• tenance is due unto the ministers of the word: from the 
law of nature & nations, from the law of Moses, the equity 
thereof, as also the rule of common reason. . . .
2 The Scriptures . . . requiring this maintenance as 
a bounden duty, & due debt, & not as a matter of alms, & 
free gift therefore people are not at liberty to do or not to
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do, what & when they please in this matter, no more than 
in any other commanded duty, & ordinance of the Lord: 
but ought of duty, to minister of their carnal things to them, 
that labour amongSt them in the word & do&rine.. . .
4 Not only members of Churches, but all that are 
taught in the wordy are to contribute unto him that teacheth, 
in all good things. In case that Congregations are defective 
in their contributions, the Deacons are to call upon them to 
do their duty: if  their call sufficeth not, the church by her 
power is to require it of their members, & where church- 
power through the corruption of men, doth not, or cannot 
attain the end, the Magistrate is to see ministry be duly 
provided for. . . . The Magistrates are nursing fathers, & 
nursing mothers, & Stand charged with the cuStody of both 
Tables; because it is better to prevent a scandal, that it may 
not come & easier also, than to remove it when it is given. 
It is moSt suitable to Rule, that by the church’s care, each 
man should know his proportion according to rule, what 
he should do, before he do it, that so his judgment & heart 
may be satisfied in what he doeth, & juSt olfence prevented 
in what is done.
C H A P : X II.
O f Admission of members into the Church.
C p H e  doors of the Churches of ChriSt upon earth, do 
not by God’s appointment Stand so wide open, that all 
sorts of people good or bad, may freely enter therein at 
their pleasure j but such as are admitted thereto, as mem­
bers ought to be examined & tried firSt; whether they be 
fit & meet to be received into church-society, or not. . . .
2 The things which are requisite to be found in all 
church members, are, Repentance from sin, & faith in Jesus 
ChriSt. And therefore these are the things whereof men are 
to be examined, at their admission into the church, & which 
then they must profess & hold forth in such sort, as may 
satisfy rational charity, that the things are there indeed.. . .
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3 The weakest measure of faith is to be accepted in 
those that desire to be admitted into the church: because 
weak chri§tians if sincere, have the substance of that faith, 
repentance & holiness which is required in church members: 
& such have moSt need of the ordinances, for their confir­
mation & growth in grace. . . . Such charity and tenderness 
is to be used, as the weakest chriStian if sincere, may not be 
excluded, nor discouraged. Severity of examination is to be 
avoided.
4 In case any through excessive fear, or other infirmity, 
be unable to make their personal relation of their spiritual 
eState in public, it is sufficient that the Elders having re­
ceived private satisfaction, make relation thereof in public 
before the church, they testifying their assents thereunto \ 
this being the way that tendeth moSt to edification.. . .
5 A  personal & public confession, & declaring of God’s 
manner of working upon the soul, is both lawful, expedient, 
& useful.. . .
6 This profession of faith & repentance, as it muSt be 
made by such at their admission, that were never in Church- 
society before: so nothing hindereth, but the same way also 
be performed by such as have formerly been members of 
some other church, & the church to which they now join 
themselves as members, may lawfully require the same.. . .
7 The like trial is to be required from such members 
of the church, as were born in the same, or received their 
membership, & were baptized in their infancy, or minority, 
by virtue of the covenant of their parents, when being 
grown up into years of discretion they shall desire to be 
made partakers of the Lord’s supper: unto which, because 
holy things mu£t not be given unto the unworthy, therefore 
it is requisite that these as well as others, should come to 
their trial & examination, & manifest their faith & repent­
ance by an open profession thereof, before they are received 
to the Lord’s supper, & otherwise not to be admitted there 
unto.. . .
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C H A P : X III.
O f Church-members their removal from one Church to 
another, &  of letters of recommendation, &  dismission.
/^Hurch-members may not remove or depart from the 
Church, & so one from another, as they please, nor 
without juft & weighty cause, but ought to live & dwell 
together: for as much as they are commanded, not to forsake 
the assembling of themselves together.. . .
2 It is therefore the duty of Church-members, in such 
times & places where counsel may be had, to consult with 
the Church whereof they are members, about their removal, 
that accordingly they having their approbation, may be 
encouraged or otherwise desift. They who are joined with 
consent, should not depart without consent, except forced 
thereunto.
3 I f  a member’s departure be manifeftly unsafe, and 
sinful, the church may not consent thereunto: for in so 
doing, they should not aft in faith: & should partake with 
him in his sin. I f  the case be doubtful, & the person not to 
be persuaded, it seemeth beft to leave the matter unto God, 
& not forcibly to detain him.
4 Juft reasons for a member’s removal of himself from 
the church are, I I f  a man cannot continue without partak­
ing in sin: II In case of personal persecution. . . . Also, in 
case of general persecution, when all are scattered: III  In 
case of real, & not only pretended, want of competent sub­
sidence, a door being opened for better supply in another 
place, together with the means of spiritual edification. . . .
5 To separate from a Church, either out of contempt 
of their holy fellowship, or out of covetousness, or for 
greater enlargements with juft grief to the church; or out 
of schism, or want of love; & out of a spirit of contention in 
resped of some unkindness, or some evil only conceived, or 
indeed, in the Church which might & should be tolerated & 
healed with a spirit of meekness, & of which evil the church
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is not yet convinced, (though perhaps himself be) nor ad­
monished: for these or like reasons to withdraw from public 
communion, in word, or seals, or censures, is unlawful & 
sinful.
6 Such members as have orderly removed their habita­
tion ought to join themselves unto the church in order, 
where they do inhabit if it may be, otherwise, they can 
neither perform the duties, nor receive the privileges of 
members. . . .
7 Order requires, that a member thus removing, have 
letters testimonial; fsf of dismission from the church where­
of he yet is, unto the church whereunto he desireth to be 
joined, le§t the church should be deluded; that the church 
may receive him in faith; & not be corrupted by receiving 
deceivers, & false brethren. Until the person dismissed be 
received into another church, he ceaseth not by his letters 
of dismission to be a member of the church whereof he was. 
The church cannot make a member no member but by ex­
communication.
C H A P : XIV.
O f excommunication Cf other Censures.
'  I vH e Censures of the church, are appointed by Christ, 
for the preventing, removing, & healing of offences in 
the Church: for the reclaiming & gaining of offending 
brethren: for the deterring of others from the like offences: 
for purging out the leaven which may infeft the whole 
lum p: for vindicating the honour of Christ, & of his church, 
& the holy profession of the gospel: & for preventing of the 
wrath of God, that may juStly fall upon the church, if they 
should suffer his covenant, & the seals thereof, to be pro­
faned by notorious & obstinate offenders.
2 I f  an offence be 'private (one brother offending 
another) the offender is to go, & acknowledge his repent­
ance for it unto his offended brother, who is then to forgive
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him, but if  the offender negledf or refuse to do it, the 
brother offended is to go, & convince & admonish him of it, 
between themselves privately: if thereupon the offender 
be brought to repent of his offence, the admonisher hath 
won his brother, but if the offender hear not his brother, the 
brother offended is to take with him one or two more, that 
in the mouth of two or three witnesses, every word may be 
established, (whether the word of admonition if the of­
fender receive it, or the word of complaint, if  he refuse it:) 
for if  he refuse it, the offended brother is by the mouth of 
the Elders to tell the church: & if he hear the church: & 
declare the same by penitent confession, he is recovered & 
gained; & if  the church discern him to be willing to hear, 
yet not fu lly  convinced of his offence, as in case of heresy 5 
They are to dispense to him a public admonition} which 
declaring the offender to lie under the public offence of the 
church, doth thereby with-hold or suspend him from the 
holy fellowship of the Lord’s supper, till his offence be 
removed by penitent confession. I f  he Still continue obsti­
nate they are to caSl him out by excommunication.
3 But if the offence be more 'public at firSt, & of a more 
heinous &  criminal nature, to wit, such as are condemned 
by the light of nature} then the church without such gradual 
proceeding, is to caSt out the offender, from their holy com­
munion, for the further mortifying of his sin & the healing 
of his soul, in the day of the Lord Jesus.
4 In dealing with an offender, great care is to be taken 
that we be neither overSfrift or rigorous, nor too indulgent 
or remiss: our proceeding herein ought to be with a spirit 
of meekness, considering ourselves leSt we also be tempted} 
& that the beSt of us have need of much forgiveness from 
the L o rd .. . .
5 W hile the offender remains excommunicate, the 
Church is to refrain from all member-llke communion with 
him in spiritual things, & also from all familiar communion 
with him in civil things, farther than the necessity of natu­
ral, or dome&ical, or civil relations do require: & are there­
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fore to forbear to eat & drink with him, that he may be
ashamed. ,
6 Excommunication being a spiritual punishment, it 
doth not prejudice the excommunicate in, nor deprive him 
of his civil rights, & therefore toucheth not princes, or other 
magistrates, in point of their civil dignity or authority. And, 
the excommunicate being but as a publican & a heathen, 
heathens being lawfully permitted to come to hear the word 
in church assemblies; we acknowledge therefore the like 
liberty of hearing the word, may be permitted to persons 
excommunicate, that is permitted unto heathen. And be­
cause we are not without hope of his recovery, we are not to 
account him as an enemy but to admonish him as a brother.
7 I f  the Lord san&ify the censure to the offender, so 
as by the grace of ChriSl, he doth testify his repentance, with 
humble confession of his sin, & judging of himself, giving 
glory unto God; the Church is then to forgive him, & to 
comfort him, & to restore him to the wonted brotherly com­
munion, which formerly he enjoyed with them.
8 The suffering of profane or scandalous livers to 
continue in fellowship, & partake in the sacraments, is doubt­
less a great sin in those that have power in their hands to 
redress it; & do it not. Nevertheless . . . the godly . . . are 
not presently to separate.
9 . . .  I f  the Church cannot he reformed, they may use 
their liberty, as is specified, chap 13: sect: 4 . . . .
C H A P : XV.
O f the communion of Churches one with another.
\  Lthough Churches be diStinft, & therefore may not be 
confounded one with another: & equal, & therefore 
have not dominion one over another: yet all the churches 
ought to preserve Church-communion one with another, 
because they are all united unto ChriSt, not only as a mysti­
cal, but as a political head; whence is derived a communion 
suitable thereunto.
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2. The communion of Churches is exercised sundry 
ways: I By way of mutual care in taking thought for one 
another’s welfare: II By way of Consultation one with 
another, when we have occasion to require the judgment & 
counsel of other churches, touching any person, or cause
wherewith they may be better acquainted than our selves__
III A  third way then of communion of churches is by way 
of admonition, to wit, in case any public offence be found in 
a church, which they either discern not, or are slow in pro­
ceeding to use the means for the removing & healing o f . . . .  
In which case, if the church that lieth under offence, do not 
hearken to the church which doth admonish her, the church 
is to acquaint other neighbour-churches with that offence, 
which the offending church Still lieth under, together with 
their negleSt of the brotherly admonition given unto them; 
whereupon those other churches are to join in seconding the 
admonition formerly given: and if Still the offending church 
continue in obstinacy & impenitency, they may forbear com­
munion with them; & are to proceed to make use of the help 
of a Synod, or council of neighbour-churches walking order­
ly (if a greater cannot conveniently be had) for their con­
viction. I f  they hear not the Synod, the Synod having de­
clared them to be obstinate, particular churches, approving & 
accepting of the judgment of the Synod, are to declare the 
sentence of non-communion respectively concerning them. 
. . .  Nevertheless, if any members of such a church as lieth 
under public offence; do not consent to the offence of the 
church, but do in due sort bear witness againSt it, they are 
Still to be received to wonted communion: for it is not equal, 
that the innocent should suffer with the offensive.. . .  IV  A  
fourth way of communion of churches, is by way of partici­
pation: the members of one church occasionally coming unto 
another, we willingly admit them to partake with us at the 
Lord’s table, it being the seal of our communion not only 
with ChriSt, nor only with the members of our own church, 
but also with all the churches of the saints; in which regard, 
we refuse not to baptize their children presented to us, if
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either their own minister be absent, or such a fruit of holy 
fellowship be desired with us. In like case such churches as 
are furnished with more ministers than one, do willingly 
afford one of their own ministers to supply the place of an 
absent or sick minister of another church for a needful sea­
son. V A  fifth way of Church-communion is, by way of 
recommendation when a member of one church hath occa­
sion to reside in another church; if  but for a season, we 
commend him to their watchful fellowship by letters of 
recommendation: but if he be called to settle his abode 
there, we commit him according to his desire, to the fellow­
ship of their covenant, by letters of dismission. VI A  sixth 
way of Church-communion, is in case of Needy to minister 
relief &  succour one unto another: either of able members 
to furnish them with officers; or of outward support to the 
necessities of poorer churches.. . .
3 When a company of believers purpose to gather into 
church fellowship, it is requisite for their safer proceeding, 
& the maintaining of the communion of churches, that they 
signify their intent unto the neighbour-churches, walking 
according unto the order of the Gospel, & desire their pres­
ence, & help, & right hand of fellowship which they ought 
readily to give unto them, when there is no ju£t cause of 
excepting against their proceedings.
4 Besides these several ways of communion, there is 
also a way of propagation of churches ; when a church shall 
grow too numerous, it is a way, & fit season, to propagate one 
Church out of another, by sending forth such of their mem­
bers as are willing to remove, & to procure some officers to 
them, as may enter with them into church-e§tate amongst 
themselves. . . .
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C H A P : XVI.
O f Synods.
C  Ynods orderly assembled. . .  we acknowledge as the ordi- 
^  nance of Christ: & though not absolutely necessary to 
the being, yet many times, through the inquity of men, & 
perverseness of times necessary to the well-being of 
churches, for the establishment of truth, & peace therein.
2 Synods being spiritual & ecclesiastical assemblies, are 
therefore made up of spiritual & ecclesiastical causes. The 
next efficient cause of them under ChriSt, is the power of 
the churches, sending forth their Elders and other mes­
sengers} who being met together in the name of Christ, are 
the matter of the Synod: & they in arguing, debating & de­
termining matters of religion according to the word, & pub­
lishing the same to the churches whom it concerneth, do put 
forth the proper & formal aCts of a Synod} to the conviction 
of errours, & heresies, & the establishment of truth & peace 
in the Churches, which is the end of a Synod.
3 Magistrates, have power to call a Synod, by calling to 
the Churches to send forth their Elders & other messengers, 
to counsel & assist them in matters of religion: but yet the 
constituting of a Synod, is a church aCt, & may be transacted 
by the churches, even when civil magistrates may be enemies 
to churches & to church-assemblies.
4 It belongeth unto Synods & councils, to debate & de­
termine controversies of faith, & cases of conscience} to 
clear from the word holy directions for the holy worship of 
God, & good government of the church} to bear witness 
againSt mal-adminiStration & Corruption in dodtrine or 
manners in any particular Church, & to give directions for 
the reformation thereof: Not to exercise Church-censures 
in way of discipline, nor any other aft of church-authority 
or jurisdiction. . . .
5 The Synod’s directions & determinations, so far as 
consonant to the word of God, are to be received with rever-
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ence & submission} not only for their agreement therewith 
(which is the principal ground thereof, & without which 
they bind not at all:) but also secondarily, for the power 
whereby they are made, as being an ordinance of God ap­
pointed thereunto in his word.
6 Because it is difficult, if  not impossible, for many 
churches to come altogether in one place, in all their mem­
bers universally: therefore they may assemble by their dele­
gates or messengers.. . .  Because none are or should be more 
fit to know the Slate of the churches, nor to advise of ways 
for the good thereof than Elders} therefore it is fit that in 
the choice of the messengers for such assemblies, they have 
special respedt unto such. Y e t . . .  Synods are to consist both 
of Elders, & other church-members, endued with gifts, 
& sent by the churches, not excluding the presence of any 
brethren in the churches.
C H A P :X V II
O f the Civil Magistrate* s power in matters Ecclesiastical.
T  T  is lawful, profitable, & necessary for chriStians to gather 
-*■  themselves into Church estate, & therein to exercise all 
the ordinances of chriSt according unto the word, although 
the consent of Magistrate could not be had thereunto. . . .
2 Church-government Stands in no opposition to civil 
government of common-wealths, nor any [way] intrencheth 
upon the authority of Civil Magistrates in their jurisdic­
tion} nor any whit weakeneth their hands in governing} but 
rather Strengtheneth them, & furthereth the people in yield­
ing more hearty & conscionable obedience unto them, what­
soever some ill affedted persons to the ways of ChriSt have 
suggested, to alienate the affedtion of Kings & Princes from 
the ordinances of ChriSt} as if  the kingdom of ChriSt in his 
church could not rise & Stand, without the falling & weak­
ening of their government, which is also of ChriSt: whereas 
the contrary is moSt true, that they may both Stand together
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& flourish the one being helpful unto the other, in their 
diStinft & due administrations.
3 The power & authority of Magistrates is not for the 
restraining of churches, or any other good works, but for 
helping in & furthering thereof} & therefore the consent & 
countenance of Magistrates when it may be had, is not to be 
slighted, or lightly eSteemed; but on the contrary} it is part 
of that honour due to chriStian Magistrates to desire & 
crave their consent & approbation therein: which being ob­
tained, the churches may then proceed in their way with 
much more encouragement, & comfort.
4 It is not in the power of Magistrates to compel their 
subjects to become church-members, & to partake at the 
Lord’s table.. . .
5 As it is unlawful for church-officers to meddle with 
the sword of the Magistrate, so it is unlawful for the Magis­
trate to meddle with the work proper to church officers.. . .
6 It is the duty of the Magistrate, to take care of mat­
ters of religion, & to improve his civil authority for the 
observing of the duties commanded in the firSt, as well as for 
observing of the duties commanded in the second table.. . .
7 The objeft of the power of the Magistrate, are not 
things merely inward, & so not subject to his cognizance & 
view, as unbelief hardness of heart, erroneous opinions not 
vented} but only such things as are a6ted by the outward 
man} neither is their power to be exercised, in command­
ing such afts of the outward man, & punishing the negleSt 
thereof, as are but mere inventions, & devices of menj but 
about such afts, as are commanded & forbidden in the word.
9 I f  any church one or more shall grow schismatical, 
rending itself from the communion of other churches, or 
shall walk incorrigibly or obstinately in any corrupt way 
of their own, contrary to the rule of the word} in such 
case the Magistrate is to put forth his 
coercive power, as the matter 
shall require. . . .
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